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MATTHEW: The Kingdom of
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21 Bert Wagnor, «The Theology and Practice of The
Kingdom of God,» Vineyard USA, accessed May 22,
2021, https://vineyardusa.org/library/the-theology-
practice-of-the-kingdom-of-god/.
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22 David Briones, «Already, Not Yet: How to Live in the
Last Days,» Desiring God, August 4, 2020, https://www.
desiringgod.org/articles/already-not-yet. Accessed May
22,2021.
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This Issue’s Report

Mr. Girgis presents a detailed report
on the Thousand Evangelical Servants
movement as a milestone in the history
of the Evangelical community in
Egypt. The report starts with Rev. Dr.
Andrea Zaki’s words: ‘the conference
for the thousand Evangelical servants
is a milestone in the history of the
Evangelical community in Egypt and
the conference has developed into a
movement because the attendees have
surpassed a thousand. Many have taken
interest in this conference and this
movement and we have come to call
it the Thousand+ Evangelical Servants
Movement because we are positive
that God will call upon thousands of
servants to fellowship and to build
a future for the ministry to proclaim
Lord Jesus». The report then presents
the history of the movement and its
beginnings as well as its activities.

This Issue’s Supplement

This issue has a supplement under
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the title of: «Who is Israel?» by Rev. Dr.
Ghobrial Rizk-Allah. It complements
this issue of al-Nesoor on eschatology.
This book explains the biblical concept
of Israel. It is a study that no one
studying the concept of Israel in the
Bible can do without. Perhaps the hint
that Reverend Amir Tharwat mentions
in his introduction to the book reveals
the reason for republishing this study.
He says, «As we republish this book,
we aim at becoming inspired by its
methodology in confronting the reality
we are living in our Arab region today.
Thus, we can develop our vision
in dealing with the present and the
future as well». The study is divided
into three parts: Israel, my firstborn,
a study of the biblical text in Exodus
4: 22; Abrahams’s offspring, a study
in the biblical text of Genesis 21: 12;
and my servant Israel, a study of the
biblical text of Isaiah 49:3. Reverend
Amir Tharwat wrote the introduction
to the book and Reverend Eid Salah
edited it.



the concept of the Kingdom of God and
the Egyptian Christian society and the
minority culture, minority mindset and
eschatological hope. The researcher
then analyzes and criticizes some
Christian hymns and their concepts
of the minority leaving this world that
they see as a place of pain and misery,
nothing more. Moreover, some people
see that work and toil in the world are
of no value. In order to be impartial,
the researcher also presented hymns
that adopt a reasonable view. Just as
the researcher started by focusing on
the concept of the Kingdom of God,
he also ended by stressing that the
Kingdom of God is the Kingdom of
God «now» not «yet» and that thinking
of eschatological hope leads us to faith,
but should not lead us to escape from
reality.

Biblical Studies and Reflections

In the study «The Pentecost is the
Birthday of the Church» by Reverend
Amir Ishak, he explains that the book
of Acts is the second part of the Gospel
of Luke and that it is the book of the
acts of the Holy Spirit in the apostles
and in the church. He explains that
chapter one is about the glories of the
departure and the choice of a substitute.
Chapter two describes the beginning
of the descent of the Holy Spirit, the
results of Christ’s ascension, its first
results, and Peter’s first sermon and

|

its results in the life of the first church.
The descent of the Holy Spirit is a
topic that Luke is preoccupied with in
both the Gospel of Luke and the Book
of Acts. He considers it one of the first
characteristics of the first Christian era.
Then he speaks about the forty days,
and then the ten days between the
ascension and the Pentecost, and then
the Pentecost itself, and finally, how to
live the Pentecost today.

In small biblical sections, Elder
Usama Roushdy presents a number
of biblical reflections that are related
to the biblical text and that treat
contemporary life problems in an
exciting literary style that is short
and focused, a literary form we are
definitely in need of.

This Issue’s Character

Reverend Amir Tharwat introduces
us to Rev. Dr. Tawfik Gayed Mikhail
(1895 — 1967) who was given the title of
«Preacher Laureate» . The study presents
the readers with his short biography
and a presentation of his influence as
a preacher. The study then covers one
of his sermons to identify his preaching
style and points of excellence. Finally,
Reverend Amir Tharwat provides us
with a literary glossary of his writings.
Rev. Dr. Tawfik Gayed is by far one of
the fathers of the Presbyterian Church

in Egypt.
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the patriarchs of the church, followed
by the post-patriarchal age in which we
can find a revitalization of the idea and
historical interpretation until we reach
how the idea of the millennial reign
reached Egypt. After this exposition
and historical sequence, Reverend
Girgis George reaches the conclusion
that the problem occurring in the
church is caused by not realizing the
historical roots of the heresy of the
millennial reign. It is only when we
reach this historical dimension and the
development of the idea, that we can
judge whether the idea is a general
human dream or a reality of one chosen

people.

In his study under the title of «The
Concept of the Alter in Evangelical
Thought», Reverend Ishak William
discusses seven important principles.
First, he asks a question: What does the
alter mean in Christian thought? Then,
he states that because it is the house
of God, it is not possible that hands
that have shed blood, ...... He goes
on to explain that building a house of
stone for God cannot contain God and
that the existence of a stone alter has
always been a means not an end. Then
in the New Testament, Christ moved
the concept of the alter to a spiritual
realm. Going back to literal meanings
i1s an unacceptable rebound from the
spirituality of Christ. Therefore, it is
better to deal with the prophecies of
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the Bible in a spiritual logic.

In his
Measures between Covenantal and

study, «Covenants and

Dispensational Thought», Peter Adel

Wadei presents two movements:
the Covenantal movement, which
is adopted by reformed -churches

such as the Presbyterian, Lutheran
and the
adopted

and Episcopal Churches;
dispensational movement
by Brethren Churches all over the
world and other churches such as the
Apostolic, Pentecostal and Baptist
churches. Of course, it is difficult to
monitor all the differences between
these two movements from the
interpretive or theological aspects, but
this study shows the basic differences
between the covenant movement and
the dispensational movement in the
issue of covenants and measures and
the relationship of God with man since
the creation of the world until the
events of the second coming of Christ
and the end of time and what is known

as eschatology.

Feature articles end with a study
by David Victor under the title of
«Eschatological Hope; Between Faith
and Escaping Reality». In the study, the
researcher explains that the concept of
hope is not limited to Christians alone
as evidenced by the future thinking of
the builders of the ancient Egyptian
civilization. The study then discusses



and to our realization that it is an
essential part of the gospel message that
we proclaim. This includes prophecies
on the coming of Jesus Christ through
his incarnation, his life, teachings,
death, resurrection, ascension, and
second coming in the clouds of glory

and splendor.

Next is an important and

distinguished study by Reverend
Gamil Fawzy on «Gog from the Land
of Magog; the Enemy Coming from
the North», which is a chapter in his
thesis for a Masters of Theology in
Bible Studies, which he is defending
this year at the Evangelical Theological
Seminary in Cairo. The study discusses
chapters 38 and 39 in Ezekiel that are
shrouded in mystery. The researcher
proposes that Gog is Nebuchadnezzar
by providing and discussing literary
evidence. He then discusses four
objections to this proposition, those
being: first, the role of Gog is different
than that of Nebuchadnezzar; second,
Gog can be linguistically connected to
other enemies; third, there is no reason
to mention Nebuchadnezzar under the
encrypted name of Gog; fourth, why
did Ezekiel use the title «Gog from
the Land of Magog» in particular?
The researcher then refutes these
objections and reaches the conclusion
of his research by saying: «in spite
of the difficulty and mysteriousness
of chapters 38 and 39 of the book of

|

Ezekiel, the correct understanding of
the two chapters will only be possible if
we pay attention to the literary context
of the prophecy in the book of Ezekiel
as a whole and attempt to understand
it through the literary evidence Ezekiel
places in his prophecy in his attempt
to indicate that Gog is, indeed, an
encryption  of  Nebuchadnezzar.
Attempts to understand the identity
of Gog independently of what the text
says will only lead to interpretations
greatly removed from the main purpose
of the prophecy». Through this study,
the researcher was able to shed light
on the literary evidence that asserts
that Gog, the enemy coming from the
North, is, indeed, Nebuchadnezzar, the
King of Babel.

The millennial reign of Christ
is an issue that occupies an important
place in the eschatological thinking of
some people. Reverend Girgis George
addresses this issue in his study on the
millennial reign of Christ under the
title of «The Myth of the Millennial
Reign». In this study, Reverend Girgis
George presents the philosophical
roots of the millennial reign, then
its religious roots in Zoroastrianism
and in different religions, namely
Judaism, Christianity and Islam. He
then discusses Jews and the idea of the
millennial reign and then a history of
the apostles especially in Revelations
and the millennial reign according to
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well as why people lean towards occult
thought in the first place and reasons
that push them towards doing so. The
interview also focuses on what it is that
has consecrated the occult thought of
the Egyptians as well as this line of
thought’s relationship to advancement
and hate speech. Is there a relationship
between religious texts and occult
thought? The dialogue in itself is
rich in content and Mr. Namnam was
interviewed by Ms. Gihan Eid and Mr.
Peter Adel Wadie.

Feature Articles

This
important studies on the topic of

issue  includes ten
eschatology. They begin with a study
by Reverend lkram Lam’ei on the
Book of Revelations. According to
his description of the article, it is not
an academic theological study in the
strict sense of the word. Rather, it is
an attempt at presenting the different
schools of interpretation with a focus
on William Hendriksen’s school of
progressive parallelism as an attempt
to understand the book and its ending
and the necessity of studying the
book and its teachings. The study also
demonstrates the place the book has,
and its importance and message to the
contemporary church.

Then, Reverend Mohsen Mounir
speaks about «Signs of the End of
Time and the Apocalypse», a topic
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on which many questions are always
raised. The study revolves around three
major ideas: a general introduction;
important interpretation principles;
and an application on chapter 24 of
the Gospel of Mathew as a model. The
writer explains that in His prophetic
talk with His disciples, Jesus did not
mean to satisfy their curiosity. Rather,
he meant to guide their consciences
and enlighten them with this method of
thinking and acting in face of historic
truths as well as showing that proper
priorities lie in the life of anticipation,
preparation, and steadfastness in times
of pain and difficulty as well as having
discretion in our attempts to read the
signs of the end of time.

The following study is by Reverend
Hamdy Sa’d and is called «We Believe
in the Rapture» in which he discusses
the rapture, a topic on the minds of
many, and on which there are so many
questions. Reverend Hamdy Sa’d
answers four important questions on
the rapture: First, will the rapture be a
separate event than the second coming
of Christ? Second, will the second
coming happen over two phases?
Third, will the rapture be secret?
Fourth, will the church be exempt from
the tribulation? Reverend Hamdy Sa’d
then connects the second coming to the
life of holiness by saying that Christ’s
second coming is the greatest motive
to the life of holiness and watchfulness



Rev. Eid Salah

Managing Editor

The issue begins with the editorial
of Rev. Dr. Andrea Zaki under the
title of ‘Eschatology: A Future Truth
and an Existential Condition» in
which he traces the root of the term
«eschatology» which is the focus of
this issue. He explains its meaning
linguistically and terminologically
and reaches the conclusion that it is
the science of the last things. He goes
on to speak about eschatology and
the Bible, eschatology and Christian
faith,
theology, eschatology and theological

eschatology and systematic
controversy, eschatology as spiritual
comfort, and finally eschatology as an
existential condition.

Studies

In this issue’s study, Reverend Salah
Eid presents a study under the title of
«Youssef Nathan’s Philobiblia and

S |

In this Issue

Intellectual Project» on the occasion of
the publication of his book «The Bible
with Illustrations» by the Bible Society
of Egypt in 2021. It is the Biblical
scholar Elder Youssef Nathan the lover
of the Word of God. The aim of this
study is to present Youssef Nathan to
the reader: Who is he? What are his
personal traits? What is his intellectual
project? And what are the most
important features of this project?

This Issue’s Interview

Al-Nesoor has conducted an

interview with renown writer and
former Minister of Culture, Helmy
al-Namnam, on Egyptians and occult
thought. In this interview he addresses
the concept of occult thought, the
difference = between  metaphysics
and occult thought, the relationship

between folklore and occult thought as
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serious and valuable studies and articles that have covered the topic from
several perspectives in an attempt to present a comprehensive view of
the concept of eschatology. All studies and articles adopt an enlightened,
conservative Presbyterian view. This is the intellectual orientation of al-
Nesoor that belongs to the reformed church that wishes to promote an
enlightened approach in dealing with different issues in a manner that
suits our current context without ever touching upon the constants of
the Christian faith and the principles of the Evangelical Reformation, of
which we are always proud and honored.

I pray to the Lord hoping He grant all seekers of biblical truth
spiritual and intellectual enlightenment with which they can stand
steadfastly in front of life’s different challenges and which will inspire
them with hope that surpasses the heights of the present time and to
eagerly wait for the glory to be revealed in us.

Rev. Dr. Andrea Zaki

President of Protstant Church in Egypt
President of the Coptic Evangelical
Organization for Social Services




|

to understand the complete realization of salvation as a future event and
also as a chain of events that lead us towards the future. In some ways
it belongs and relates to the present, for the present plays a great role in
the eschatology doctrine and the future is always intertwined with the
present.

Therefore, eschatology leads us to a dynamic existential movement
that drives us forward towards more development and enlightenment. It
is the end to evil, injustice, and poverty. It is the elimination of corruption,
slavery, and cruelty. It rescues the world from the clutches of extremism,
hate, and violence. Therefore, eschatology stirs within us a yearning for
revival and reform and pushes us strongly towards serious persistent
work to elevate both the church and society.

This is what Jesus Christ emphasized in the Gospel of Mathew
24-25 in several parables (the master of the house, the faithful servant,
the wise and foolish virgins, the talents, the sheep and the goats). These
parables address the two dimensions of eschatology. The existential
dimension (the here and the now) and the dimension of the last things
(the future). It can be noted that, for example, in the parable of the sheep
and the goats, Jesus Christ emphasized the distant dimension in the
course of His speech: «Then the King will say to those on His right hand,
‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world: for I was hungry and you gave Me
food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took
Me in; I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I
was in prison and you came to Me.” (Mathew 25: 34-36) and explains
that these actions are the self-same actions they performed towards those
in need in their societies. Here, Christ emphasizes the importance of
hope here and now through the human and societal role of the church
and believers in realizing eschatological hope.

In this Issue

As daring intellects and steadfast believers, we have decided
to present readers of al-Nesoor with a specialized file in eschatology
to help seekers of knowledge, interested persons, and researchers to
become acquainted with the biblical and theological thought of this
line of research. We have aimed to achieve this through a number of
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quadrilateral division: the first section is «theology» or talking about
God; the second section is «anthropology» or talking about humans; the
third is «Christology» meaning talking about Christ; and the last section
is «eschatology» or the science of talking about the last things and the
final destiny of man, humankind, and creation. Thus, eschatology is a
major and basic field of research and cannot be avoided in theological
studies.

Eschatology and Theological Controversy

Researchers, academics, and theologians from different Christian
doctrines and movements have undoubtedly been perplexed by many
eschatological issues. For, in spite of the clear biblical and faith related
truth of eschatology, the study of the details, and the attempt to detail it,
has been one of the most mysterious and disputable matters in different
Christian spheres from the beginning of Christianity until now. In this
respect, different schools have appeared in which differences have
reached a level of contradiction in their interpretation of several issues
related to eschatology such as the events of the second coming, the rapture,
the tribulation, and the millennial reign, among others. Therefore, it is a
difficult and tough line of study.

Eschatology is a Spiritual Comfort

Eschatology plays a great role in revitalizing believers’ spiritual
condition as they can face the challenges of everyday life, the sufferings
of the present time, and intellectual and existential struggles with a real
hope that fills them with a certainty of a final victory no matter how
painful the present is. It is a true spiritual comfort that revitalizes the
heart, cheers up the soul, and releases the mind because it is a truth
built on the resurrection of Lord Jesus from the death, a truth that stands
powerfully in face of all voices of frustration and desperation, and
all forces of absurdity and nihilism. It emphasizes that there is a final
positive purpose for this presence.

Eschatology is an Existential Condition

Eschatology cannot be reduced to mere distant facts that will happen
and appear at the end of time. Rather, it is also this existential truth that
i1s always present in the invisible church that is always living in the
present according to the principles of the Kingdom of God. It is the way




Lord will dwell among his people. Here, as we might notice, Christianity
has given a new dimension to the idea of hope, namely, that it is not only
earthly, but extends to the new heaven and the new earth. This is what
Jesus Christ emphasized when He said, «My Kingdom is not of this
world», although he also did not neglect the earthly dimension when He
stressed that God’s Kingdom is «here and now»: «The kingdom of God
does not come with observation; nor will they say, ‘See here!” or ‘See
there!” For indeed, the kingdom of God is within you.» (Luke 17; 20 —
22). We can also see the First Church’s passion about Christ’s second
coming in many texts. Thus, we can follow the clear revelation of the
hope of eschatology in both the Old and the New Testaments.

Eschatology and Christian Faith

Eschatology or «the last things» is basic in Christianity. In fact, we
can consider all of Christianity eschatological because Christianity itself
is hope. Christian faith emerged from the resurrection of the crucified
Jesus Christ and extended to the universal future of Christ when His
reign will be seen by all creation. Therefore, eschatology is a description
of, not only all the Christian faith, but all the Christian existence and all
that of the church as well.

Christian eschatology is divided into two major parts: personal
eschatology and general eschatology. Personal eschatology is related to
persons themselves from the time of physical death and what is called
the intermediate state until the final resurrection of the bodies. General
eschatology, however, covers a presentation of future events that include
the second coming of Christ, the judgement, the final completion of the
Kingdom of God, and the realization of the new creation of all things.

Eschatology and Systematic Theology

The Bible is definitely the basis of the Christian faith. However,
different texts must be explained and interpreted in order to reach
theological wording that help us to understand our faith in a better and
clearer manner. This is what is called systematic theology, i.e., wording
doctrinal faith thought in a systematic way on different issues and matters.

Eschatology comes under the umbrella of systematic theology in
academic studies and is one of its integral parts. Systematic theology can
be divided in many ways, but the most common of these is the following




Written by
Chief Editor

Eschatology

A Future Truth
AW ve M and an Existential

President of the Protestant

Churches in Egypt COnditiOIl

President of the Coptic Evangelical
organization for Social Services

The Term «Eschatology»

In its Greek origin, the word «eschatology» consists of two parts: the
first is derived from the Greek adjective «eoyaod» and means the last; and
the second from the word «AOY0g» which means «word/words». Thus, by
adding the two parts together, the term «eschatology» can be interpreted
as «words on last things». The word «AOy0og» developed in Greek into
«ology» in Latin, which is translated into «science». Therefore, the word
«eschatology» can be interpreted as «the science of last things» or «last
things» as it is known in theological academic spheres.

Eschatology and the Bible

Eschatology is the hope of the Old Testament that was partially fulfilled
at the first coming of Christ and that will be completed at the end of time.
Therefore, the roots of the teachings on eschatology are not present only
in the New Testament, but in the Old Testament too. We can see its roots
in the hope that the people had in the past of the coming of «the day of the
Lord» in which He intervenes to put an end to evil, achieve victory over
injustice and oppression, retrieve the glory of Israel, and restore the exiled.
A stronger and more steadfast connection with God is realized when the
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