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appeared in Arabic when it was translated
by Naguib Gargour and published by Dar-
al-Thaqafa publishing house in 1995 only
to become the most important reference
in the Arabic library on this topic. The
book is 400 pages long and Reverend
Jan Emile presents the four parts of the
book: approaching the cross; the heart of
the cross; the achievement of the cross;
and living under the cross. At the end,
Reverend Emile calls upon us to study this
valuable book because it triggers inside
us feelings of gratitude and thankfulness
to the Lord and builds inside the mind a
strong intellectual basis that makes us take
pride in our living God.

This Issue’s Figure:

The figure of this issue is Reverend
Dr. Ibrahim Said (1895 — 1970), former
President of the Protestant Churches in
Egypt. His daughter Nadia Ibrahim Said
presents his life from the perspectives
of family, stops in his education and
ministry, the positions he held, the
churches he ministered at, and the projects
he undertook as a wise builder. The article
then presents his writings and intellectual
production. The article ends with his own
sayings and the references which the
writer consulted.
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two important points. He concludes that
giving helps to thank God. These two
approaches have a great role and deep
impact in societal change. It is important
not to belittle one of them or be led by
individualistic ideas thus ignoring what
helps understanding and developing
society.

In light of the coronavirus pandemic
al-Nesoor is publishing a study by George
Ishak called “Hospitals asa Model” on how
Christianity has changed the perception
of disease. At a time when medical care
is the present moment’s top issue due to
the spread of the coronavirus pandemic
all over the world, this study takes us on
a voyage to the past to discover together
the state of disease and the diseased at
the time and society’s perception of both
of these as well as how medical care was
provided and to whom. The study also
sheds light on the change that Christianity
brought about, in thought and in practice,
in society’s perspective of disease and the
diseased and caring for them based on the
principle of Christian love founded by
Christ. The study takes us from the time of
paganism to emerging Christianity and its
spread and then to the times of the spread of
epidemics and the sharp contrast between
the behaviour of Christians and their pagan
counterparts towards their patients. The
study then takes us to the demonstration
of some practical applications where we
see: the Theban Legion, the Cappadocia
Hospital, hospitals of the Roman Empire,
and the Arab bimaristans. The writer then
takes us to the pre-Renaissance period,
then the reformation, and finally to what
the evangelical missions presented to
Egypt in this respect. After this historical
presentation, the study ends with a
question for the future, namely: Does the
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church possess light and salt to offer to the
world?

This Issue’s Report:

George Ishak has written this issue’s
report on “Prayer: Questions on Response
and Rejection”. In its attempt to continue
communication with the Evangelical
people, the Evangelical community in
Egypthas organized an interactive spiritual
meeting on Saturday 27" February 2021,
headed by Rev. Dr. Andrea Zaki via
Zoom and the community’s account
on Facebook under the title of “Prayer;
Questions on Response and Rejection”.
Dr. Maher Samuel, psychiatry consultant
and founder of Credo Logos Ministry in
Egypt, and Youssef Nathan, Head of the
Theological Studies Department at the
Bible Society of Egypt and professor of
the Bible at the Evangelical Theology
Seminary in Cairo attended the meeting,
which was moderated by Dr. Freddy
Bayady, Member of Parliament and
member of the General Evangelical
Council. About one hundred Ileaders,
servants, and pastors from many different
governorates attended the meeting. The
meeting focused on the concept of prayer
and false attitudes towards it and finally
the proper Christian attitude on prayer
and how to accept different responses
to prayer. At the end, speakers answered
some questions posed by the participants.

The Issue’s Book

Reverend Jan Emile presents a reading
of the book The Cross of Christ. This
book by Reverend John Stott is one
of the most distinguished modern day
references specializing in the essence of
our Christian faith. Inter-Varsity Press
published the book in English in 1986. It



changing. For we sometimes see people
who participate in religious celebrations
and we cannot discern the personal faith
that changes a person’s life turning it
upside down from walking in the crowds
and loving pretence and then going back
to their normal ways. In this message,
Dr. Momtaz presents three important
ideas on the resurrection: the uniqueness
of the resurrection, the necessity of the
resurrection, and the imperative to respond
to the resurrection.

Reverend Ragaii Mohii discusses the
context of work itself in his study “On
the Evangelical Vision of the Doctrine
of Work”. The researcher sees that the
relationship between faith and work
has preoccupied the heart and mind of
the church since the first centuries of
Christianity. A reader studying the word
of God can deduce the absence of any
Biblical statement in the New Testament
teaching that Christians should leave
their daily work or any teaching that
belittles their normal lives to experience
fellowship with Christ. Although Christ
and the first apostles blessed ordinary
jobs in all its forms, Christians throughout
time were influenced by many intellectual
and cultural approaches that violated
their proper understanding of the work
doctrine. In this short article, the researcher
presents us with a summary of the history
of the Christian understanding of the
work doctrine during three major eras: the
first church and the age of the patriarchs
(100 — 500 a.d.); the Middle Ages (500
— 1500 a.d.), and the age of reformation
(1500 — 1800 a.d.). During this short
explanation, the researcher focuses on the
age of reformation and specifically on two
of its leaders: Luther and Calvin. At the
end, the researcher proposes an analysis

of understanding the work doctrine in our
Egyptian culture, followed by principles
inspired by reformed heritage to highlight
the value of work in the evangelical
theology and its methods of application in
the Egyptian environment.

On another note, in his study on
“Community Theology and Theology of
giving”, Reverend Mark Mounir Solaiman
addresses the relationship between them
and illustrates the level of theological
impact of these two important points that
help in changing the community. The first
is community theology and community
life and the strength of community needs
compared to the strength of individual
needs. Community needs are prevailing
and comprehensive and their impact is
more positive than individual needs.
The church, in its role as a community,
has a responsibility that differs from
any other community since it is sent to
see the needs of others and satisfy those
needs. It is necessary that the church does
not lose its mission and work in society
in both development and evangelism
together. Its social role does not contradict
its evangelical role. On the contrary, it
complements its nature when it lives
for others not for itself. Second is the
theology of giving in which we have
seen important principles. Giving is an
expression of grace. Grace is not limited
to one specific person or one group rather
than another. The cross and the extent of
God’s love for humanity inspire giving.
True love must be coupled with pain and
suffering for the other. Similarly, giving
tries to treat everybody equally in order
to increase the level of those who are less
to become relatively equal to others in
terms of satisfied needs. The researcher
also compares giving to the harvest in
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return to himself and understand the need
to achieve the dream: “put off thy shoes
from off thy feet, for the place whereon
thou standest is holy ground”. Finally, the
feeling of alienation led Moses astray from
his goal and mission. Nevertheless, in the
school of serenity his inside was formed.
The divine part that had lost balance was
restored, thus shedding meaning on his
existence, confirmed his identity and
released his mission powerfully.

This Issue’s Feature Article

In an important study “On the Strength
of the Crucified: Signs of Strength and
Dignity in Mark 15: 33 — 39”7, Reverend
Sameh Ibrahim presents an important
proposition on the relationship between
the cross and strength and dignity. At the
end of his gospel, Mark presented us the
crucified in a state of strength and dignity.
He started his gospel by describing Jesus as
the “mightier” (Mark 1: 7) who announced
that God’s kingdom has stormed the
world (Mark 1: 14, 15) revealed in his
miracles and life, the saving power of
God. The gospel ends by describing the
death of Jesus as a majestic death befitting
a great person. Four pieces of evidence
reveal the greatness and dignity of Jesus
in Mark 15: 33 — 39: the darkness, the
cry of abandonment, the tearing of the
veil of the temple, and the confession of
the centurion. Therefore, we can, in all
faithfulness, join our voices with the writer
of the Epistle to the Hebrews when he said
the Lord Jesus “we see ..... Crowned with
glory and honour” (Hebrews 2: 9).

Mr. Peter Wadie discusses the topic of
“The Resurrection in the Old Testament”
because the resurrection is the corner stone
of the Christian faith. No one can be a
Christian without faith in the resurrection.
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The primary center of Christianity is Lord
Jesus Christ. Lord Jesus, in his incarnation
and life was crucified, died, and arose
from the dead. By his resurrection, he
affirmed the resurrection of all believers,
as death has no power over them. Thus,
the resurrection is very central to our
Christian faith. The real resurrection is
historical and there is a lot of evidence to
prove itand many have worked hard on this
matter. However, it is also an experiential
spiritual reality that we experience when
we repent our life away from God and
return to him in a lively and energetic
relationship. It is also an existential reality,
for the resurrection is a kind of existence
in which a person can exist upon bringing
hope amidst pain and when one sees hope
in the midst of challenges and resists
negativity with positivity. The question
the writer discusses is whether we find the
resurrection in the New Testament only.
He replies that the answer is definitely
“no”. As we have already mentioned it is
a spiritual and existential truth as well as
a cosmic imprint that we can see in all of
existence and in all history in many ways.
When we come to the Bible, we see that
the resurrection is a reality that fills the
entire Bible in both the Old and the New
Testaments. The Old Testament is full of
symbols, signs, and events that confirm
the truth of the resurrection. The article
illustrates these events and symbols
that refer to the resurrection in the Old
Testament.

Then Dr. Momtaz Thabet writes
on “The Significance (Importance) of
the Resurrection”. It is as he sees it a
message to everyone who believes in the
resurrection as a true event, but does not
realize its importance and significance on
a personal level and in a way that is life



the importance of resting after completing
our work, which he emphasized when he
said to Adam and Eve: “Be fruitful, and
multiply, and replenish the earth” (Genesis
1: 28). Work is the corner stone in any
social structure. The article discusses the
history and development of the concept
and values of work, especially in the era
of modernity in Europe followed by the
age of globalization and finally remote
work during the coronavirus pandemic.
The article ends in an important question:
Will remote work modes and social
distancing lead to a transformation that
will have an impact similar to that of the
great inventions such as the telegraph,
printing, and the internet? This is what the
future will show.

In his study on “The Priesthood of All
Believers”, Reverend Mohsen Mounir
discusses the concept and application and
poses two important questions around
which the study revolves. First, what is
meant by “the priesthood of all believers”
according to the word of God? In addition,
when are equality and distinction not
opposites? He reaches the conclusion
that the doctrine of “priesthood of all
believers” as revealed by the word of God
emphasizes equality in front of God as we
draw closer to Him as children who are
born again. This is besides equality in our
responsibilities in front of Him to live our
priesthood roles as believers, whether we
do full time service, in all its variations,
or whether we do not serve full time, to
live out our priesthood roles in our daily
lives and work. Thus, distinction does not
come in the form of a priesthood rank, but
through the type of life that is obedient to
the Lord and that achieves His good will
in our lives and ministry as the people and
church of the Lord whether we serve Him

full time or not.

In Reverend Gad Allah Naguib’s article
“Moses; Alienation and Mission”, he sees
that Moses lived and was raised in the royal
palace of pharaoh as a prince and a son of
pharaoh’s daughter. He grew up and was
educated in the sciences of his time. At
the time, there was a university in Egypt
called “Seba al-Hagar”, which taught
history, medicine, theology, arithmetic,
algebra, geometry, and military sciences.
Moses’ brilliantly organized mind was
formed there “Moses was learned in all
the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was
mighty in words and in deeds” (Acts
7: 22). In spite of that, his religious
affiliation overcame his social affiliation
to the extent that he transcended all the
wisdom, science, and culture with which
he was armed in the most elevated schools
of his time and lived a crisis of existence
(place). He was restless and anxious on
the inside as a stranger. Physically, he
belonged to a minority whose rights were
overlooked and whose will was deprived
besides being exploited by the political
authority. The problem is that Moses lived
alienated from himself as an Egyptian,
struggling internally on how to save his
people from injustice and humiliation,
forgetting his place and position until he
lost balance between his mind and spirit,
thus killing the Egyptian. When the word
spread, he escaped, having lost the sense
of efficient existence. The dream he once
lived for died. Although the Egyptian
university at the time supported the
education of Moses’ mind, he needed to
enter the school of serenity, solitude, and
1solation in order to build the inside, to
reconcile with himself, to rearrange the
cards of his calling and the features of his
dream. The desert schooled him on how to
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Rev. Eid Salah

Managing Editor

Thisissue coincides with the celebration
of Labour Day as a public occasion and
the celebration of the resurrection of
Christ as a Christian occasion. All articles
and studies in this issue revolve around
these two topics.

Rev. Dr. Andrea Zaki opens this issue
with an article under the title of “Hope that
is Stronger than Death” which he begins
by setting forth two important questions.
One is on the meaningfulness of the
celebration of the resurrection of Christ
amidst everything that is happening in the
world right now. We celebrate an occasion
amidst joyful atmospheres, but the events
to which the coronavirus has led causes
us frustration. What, then, is the value
and benefit of celebrating this occasion?
He then analyses the present situation by
saying that fear of the unknown tomorrow
has become the main characteristic of
many people’s lives, whether they fear
threats to their lives because of the virus,
fear of losing their jobs, or fear of losing
loved ones. In short, fear of the unknown
future has become the master of the
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In this Issue

situation. Therefore, he speaks about the
resurrection as a main source of hope
as can be applied to the story of the two
disciples of Emmaus as related in Luke
24: 13 — 34. Here, he offers the readers an
invitation to hold strong to the true hope
because it is stronger than death and is
based on the constant word of God that
does not change. Christ is right next to us
even if our eyes fail to see him.

“Work .... Beginnings and Prospects”
is Dr. Samia Qadri’s article in which
she discusses the idea of work and its
connection to the story of the creation.
She explains that God is the first worker
in history. He was the first to set and apply
work values as well as emphasize the
importance of its quality. Because God
is good, so the work must also be good.
Therefore, God assessed the quality of
His work, rejoiced in its results, and thus
set for us its conditions of fruitfulness and
efficiency in order for it to reap the best
results so that a person may feel pride,
satisfaction, happiness, and freedom as
well as other benefits. God also determined



see him in the midst of the crisis, Christ is present with us. He is walking right
beside us in all the challenges of the present moment. Christ’s walk with the
two disciples of Emmaus resembles his walk with all the believers: at first, they
do not recognize him and might not understand him, but they will recognize
him if their eyes are opened. How can their eyes become opened? It is through
real hope built on the word of God. Amidst life’s difficulties, let us run to
the word of God to find strength and support in it in the midst of all of life’s
disturbances. Here, I would like to remind you of what the prophet Isaiah said
to the people in old times: “To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not
according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.” (Isaiah 8: 20).
Yes, there will be no new light, no new hope, if the Bible is not the center of
our lives and our Christian worship everyday. Let this be our motto: When the
Bible speaks it is God who speaks. The two disciples of Emmaus did not listen
properly to the word of God. Will we listen and pay better attention today?

Christ reveals his presence to us at the right time. Here, let us remember the
words of the prophet Habakkuk. When he was in the midst of crises, he said
to his people: “¥°r the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall
speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will
not tarry.” (Habakkuk 2: 3). Even if we feel that the presence of Christ is late
and if we think that his presence has not appeared to us yet, let us rest assured
that he will come to us and will not be late. Let us rest assured that he dies not
lie in his promises.

Just as the story of the two disciples of Emmaus teaches us that hope is
born from worship, we must continue to worship and not cast away our trust,
especially at times of crises. Hope is born from worship. The first church,
for which Luke was writing, continued to worship and thus regained its trust
amidst the crises. Even in the coronavirus crisis and everything the pandemic
has caused, we can continue to worship and our hearts will be inflamed with
the presence of God in the middle of our worship. Even if our hearts are not
strong enough to worship, let us have faith that Christ runs to us when he sees
that our faith is struggling on so many fronts.

To conclude, I urge you dear readers to hold strong to the real hope because
it is stronger than death and is built on the word of God that does not change.
Christ is right next to us even if our eyes fail to see him.

Brethren: do not cast away your confidence.

Amen.

Rev. Dr. Andrea Zaki

President of Protstant Church in Egypt
President of the Coptic Evangelical
Organization for Social Services




slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken” (Luke 24: 25). It
is as if he is telling them that the problem is not that he does not know what
has happened because maybe he is the one who knows what has happened
in detail. I know it and the traces of the events are still on my body. It is as if
Christ is telling them “The real question is: do you really understand?”

Although the disciples of Emmaus were not aware that it was Jesus Christ
the risen from the dead who was addressing them, He was with them all the
way on their journey. He is alive beside his disciples, encouraging them in
times of hardship and continuing to teach them and to form their hearts and
minds. Jesus Christ pretended he would leave and distance himself from the
two disciples. He pretended to be going on a different path so as not to impose
himself on them. However, St. Luke says that when they asked him to stay
with them, he immediately agreed and went with them to their home (Luke 24:
28,29). Jesus Christ is never late for a disciple who is in need of him, only if
he can raise his eyes to see Jesus Christ the risen from the dead.

Jesus Christ continued to explain to the two disciples that he is the true hope
and that he is stronger than death throughout the books of the Old Testament
(Luke 24: 27). This is the first reference that Christ resorted to to explain the
true and correct teaching so that the disciples would not lose their real hope.
The word of God remains the strong base on which we can build true hope that
can face storms and hardships.

Christ also revealed himself at the right time when he broke the bread with
the disciples. Luke uses the same words Christ used while establishing the
sacrament of thanksgiving (breaking the bread) which we celebrate on Holy
Thursday: “he took bread ... blessed it ... brake ... gave” (Luke 24: 30). Luke
writes these actions knowing how the Christian church breaks bread during
the weekly worship. What Luke wants to say is that Christ is present amidst
his people who worship him. The whole story of the two disciples of Emmaus
embodies church worship; reading from scripture, explanations and sermons
revolving around Christ, and communion from the Lord’s Table. Thus, Christ is
revealed to the worshipping believers. Simply put, Christ is present in the heart
of the worshipping disciple. What the story of the two disciples of Emmaus
tells us is that even if a disciple cannot worship, Christ visits him to strengthen
him/her in order to be able to worship once more.

We reach the climax of the story when Christ reveals his presence to the
disciples in Emmaus, which they immediately leave to return to the capital
Jerusalem-al-Quds while sharing one word only with their fellow disciples:
“The Lord is risen indeed” (Luke 24: 34). They have recovered their hope that
is stronger than death.

The two disciples of Emmaus are an inspiring model for us today amidst all
the storming challenges caused by the coronavirus. For Christ is right next to
us now, even if we cannot see him and this is the meaning of our celebration of
this occasion. Even if circumstances have us lower our heads so that we cannot




Third, the disciples of Emmaus were not even able to see Christ though he
appeared to them. “And it came to pass, that, while they communed together
and reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and went with them. But their eyes
were holden that they should not know him” (Luke 24: 15, 16). Jesus Christ
himself was next to them. He was walking with them and right next to them
on their journey to square one, while they were unaware of it. I wonder how
many have lost hope today? How many believe that the circumstances have
overcome them to the extent that they cannot see the traces and steps of Christ
beside them once more?

What is surprising and astonishing in the story of the two disciples of
Emmaus, is that these disciples had heard the story of the resurrection not
once but twice. According to the women witnesses to the resurrection, “Yea,
and certain women also of our company made us astonished, which were early
at the sepulchre; And when they found not his body, they came, saying, that
they had also seen a vision of angels, which said that he was alive” (Luke 24:
22, 23). In other words, the two disciples of Emmaus listened to the story of
the women disciples. Strangely, they did not believe that Jesus Christ had kept
his promise. Instead, they became even more confused! The two disciples also
listened to the story of the rest of the disciples, the men, who did not find the
body of Christ in the tomb: “And certain of them which were with us went to
the sepulchre, and found it even so as the women had said: but him they saw
not” (Luke 24: 24). Thus, this was a second witness that Jesus Christ was not in
the tomb! In spite of that, these two disciples did not believe that Jesus Christ
had risen from death. In spite of evidence that the hope of the resurrection
has overcome death, the two disciples of Emmaus surrendered to sadness and
melancholy. These two disciples allowed death to kill hope that really does not
die!

When Christ appeared to the two disciples, they did not know him. He
asked them a very normal question, “And he said unto them, What manner
of communications are these that ye have one to another, as ye walk, and are
sad?” (Luke 24: 17). Christ’s question was simply about the topic they were
discussing during their journey. However, the answer of Cleopas, one of the
disciples of Emmaus, reveals their deep feeling of Christ’s estrangement from
them, “And the one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answering said unto
him, Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast not known the things
which are come to pass there in these days?” (Luke 24:18). It is as if he is
asking Christ if he was the last to know of what had happened. Are you the
only “stranger” in this world? The two disciples thought, therefore, that Jesus
Christ was one of the pilgrims coming to Jerusalem-al-Quds to celebrate the
Passover with all the people, and therefore did not know of what had happened
in the sacred city. While uttering these words, Cleopas was not aware that he
was speaking to the same person to which these events took place.

The real question is: Do the disciples really understand the words of hope?
Jesus Christ answered them saying: “Then he said unto them, O fools, and




Fear of the unknown tomorrow has become the main characteristic of the
the lives of many. Some fear for their lives if they contract the virus, others fear
losing their jobs or losing loved ones. In short, fear from the unknown future
has become the master of the situation.

Amidst this destructive pandemic, people everywhere struggle against the
virus in order for life to continue. We have all seen the efforts of the Egyptian
Ministry of Health in spreading health awareness among Egyptians in order
to reduce the spread of the pandemic and the high efficiency with which it
received the infected and with which it equipped the isolation hospitals in all
Egyptian governorates. We also saw how scientists all around the world united
to develop coronavirus vaccines. Today, there is a ray of hope among all the
frustration around us caused by death, disease, and fear.

I have found in the case of the two disciples of Emmaus whom Christ met
after his resurrection a strong message for us today. It is a case of two of the
Disciples of Christ. They had put huge hopes on Christ. Suddenly, they found
themselves confused, lost, and perplexed. They did not know where to direct
their lives. Saint Luke says, describing the state of the two disciples: “And,
behold, two of them went that same day to a village called Emmaus, which
was from Jerusalem about threescore furlongs.” (Luke 24: 13). Emmaus is a
small village about 11 kilometers away from the capital Jerusalem- al-Quds
(a furlong is a measurement unit that equals 187 meters). Therefore, let me
present you here with an analysis of the state of the two disciples of Emmaus
as presented by Luke the Evangelist.

First, the two disciples were returning to their small village. After they
had lived with Christ for years and spent all their time with him, everything
collapsed for them. Suddenly, they found themselves confused and perplexed
not knowing where to go. I urge you to try to imagine their state while they
were going back home defeated to their small village.

Second, Luke mentions that “they talked together of all these things which
had happened” (Luke 24:14). The two disciples were having a heated discussion
and maybe they were discussing the hope that the unexpected death of Jesus
Christ had shattered. They were talking together about what had happened and
what was happening because there was nothing else they could do but talk.
Maybe they would be able to console each other. One of the disciples even
said, “But we trusted that it had been he which should have redeemed Israel”
(Luke 24:21). He says it bluntly. This disciple had put his hope in Jesus Christ
and all of a sudden, Christ had died! His hero, the one for whose cause he had
lived, had died! Not only that, but the disciple also hints that the promises
of Jesus Christ that he will rise after three days had not come true. He says,
“Beside all this, to day is the third day since these things were done” (Luke 24:
21). It is as if he is saying, that the third year is already here and the promise
has not come to pass. In short, death was stronger than hope in the eyes of the
two disciples of Emmaus.
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My greetings to all of you, dear readers, on the occasion of Easter, in which
we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ from death three days after his
crucifixion. Nevertheless, let me ask you this: is there a meaning to this occasion
amidst everything that is happening in the world? People celebrate occasions in
joyful atmospheres, but the events that have resulted from the coronavirus have
led to nothing but frustration. What use is it then to celebrate this occasion?

For the second consecutive year, we celebrate Easter amidst precautionary
measures that aim at putting limits to the virus, which has spread ferociously all
around the world. Last year, we witnessed two waves of the virus that have led to
catastrophic results, not only in Egypt or the Arab World, but also in all countries
of the world. This year we witness the third wave, which is the strongest and
most violent wave until now, whether in terms of its speed or its health effects
on all age ranges.

We have all seen how many families have lost loved ones. Critical cases have
increased in the isolation hospitals and even in homes. Let me focus on this point
because the coronavirus has shaken economies of the entire world. Economic
recession has hit global work markets and the global commercial movement has
come to a halt. All this collapse came as a result of closing borders, the standstill
in air travel, and the severe measures most countries took. Moreover, there are
numerous effects to social distancing and home isolation and these have led to an
increase in many psychological and emotional cases, a rise in domestic violence,
shutting down places of worship, and impacts on the educational process whether
at school or university levels.







