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For further information see Yohanna Katanacho, The Land
of Christ: A Palestinian Cry (Bethlehem: Bethlehem Bible
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The Many Faces of Global Pentecostalism. Edited by Harold
Hunter and Neil Ormerod. CPT Press: Cleveland, 2013.

29 o) o

13 ¥1 igalt

|

9GS Lo gyl 5SS



oyl Bndt U peads o 53T 350Y (Lo
cawd oIy Y Sisadl Lyslaie suse
o2 105 @l Lad G (o) iSI1 udiay
0RsS) ph Aol e Lasladd VY (43985
el L@Jam)\bc,;‘muz,_m Led s
3 i Aaliie 0 3 g ol ot 1ngl
ldlaie Ay )9 bials: ooy dolas &
AliFies 3 lh0g dyguge
Ay pa Clals
Mlgulas e st 3el,3 Tud of s
C\xa‘ﬁ\ P ﬁ-‘-"")—“ = )l s oy
553 B s all uﬁid‘fwwdﬂ‘
Sy iy30 e Sl Gl 21 say
3l g gy - diiliny ias oF 45T 4S50
Sl Sliag Gae L B 2lgg 2ol 1Y
oo Ayl slasly s glgally dosalill Lad
o Jo¥1 el e Bndll o2 syeiig . alll
?JTJ.&S..LM (V) ) 52685) eSS o
Caily Sladl ulia oyl delb 3 <l
s85) sl Gl le allly Sisalls
Jdag Loue A ya ALty Leasybog (Y
dnlgy oy dlll we aBMe B oLyl
FN i il e S Jell L @
2> @5 (& 0n5S3) Juls Guld mudy ola
ol pettaaly (V128 ) ) O (e
La3ls Ol il ey RSP
Sy oy i 3 caiadl by alll Zsy

7 Keith Essex, «The Abrahamic Covenant,» The Master’s
Seminary Journal 10 (1999): 191212-, 192.

8 T am assuming that the Bible is a coherent metanarrative.
For further discussion see J.M. Burger, «The Story of God’s
Covenants,» Calvin Theological Journal 54 (2019): 267299-.
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° For further study about the Proto Evangelium see Jared August,
«The Messianic Hope of Genesis: The Protoevangelium and
Patriarchal Promises,» Themelios 42 (2017): 4662-.

1 Burger 273. See also Gordon McConville, «<nma,» New
International Dictionary of the Old Testament Theology and
Exegesis 1: 746755-.
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This awareness is enough to calm us and relinquish our fears. Because
God is greater than circumstances, dangers, and fears.

If we believe that God is omnipotent over circumstances, we will not
be afraid. Moreover, at the same time, because God - this great - loves
us! Thus, everything that happens to us is ultimately for our good. When
we see the whole picture, we will realize God’s presence, and we will see
His footprints walking beside us throughout the journey and the journey.
We only have to discern God’s will for our lives, and give an ear that
listens to God’s voice, and adheres to His Word, will discern His will.
He who discerns God’s will for the life will be able to live in inner and
real peace and comfort; Because he knows he’s doing what he has to do.
There is no peace greater than the peace that God gives, especially in the
midst of the dangers of life.




Fourth danger: Archelaus, the son of Herod (Matthew 2: 19- 23)

When King Herod died, Joseph took the Virgin Mary and the baby
Jesus and returned to the lands of Judea. As soon as they were about to
enter the land, he saw how Archelaus, Herod’s son, had become the king
after his father. It was known about Archelaus during his father’s rule
that he was a cruel and domineering person, so Joseph the carpenter was
afraid that Archelaus would oppress them.

Here, the Bible does not say that God spoke to Joseph through an
angel as in the previous times, but rather that God warned Joseph in
an undisclosed manner. Joseph diverted the path of the Holy Family
from returning to the lands of Judea to the north, heading to the city of
Nazareth. Later, we know from history how the Roman emperor exiled
and deposed Archelaus to his death. Thus, God intervenes in undisclosed
ways to save the Holy Family from the many evils that surrounded them.

The presence of danger and the presence of God on our journey

probably the dangers we face today are not different from those
surrounding the birth of Christ, and these sudden dangers caused many
changes to every step of the Holy Family, as well as the dangers of the
Corona pandemic caused sudden and rapid changes. However, we also
saw how God was present in the midst of all these dangers, and how He
intervened at the right moment, in various ways, to guide Joseph the
carpenter and lead him towards peace and security.

God intervenes in the midst of dangers to achieve his always-
good purposes for his people. God does not interfere randomly, nor
incomprehensibly, but always has a plan, and His always-good intentions
toward His creation never fails. We learned this from the word of God,
as it is the safe haven, as it announces to us the ways of God towards us,
and the good that God desires for us humans.

Our life today is a microcosm of the journey of Christmas, which was
full of dangers and challenges; some of these dangers were real, but even
the exaggerated fears espoused by Herod represented a danger to Christ.
As we have seen God’s presence in every detail of the birth story, we
train our senses to perceive God’s presence in the midst of dangers in
our life’s journey.




baby Jesus. In order to know the location of the Lord Christ, Herod
deceived the wise men saying that he wanted to go and worship him, so
that they would tell him about the location of the child when they found
him. Therefore, we are in front of a plot aimed at killing the baby Jesus
as soon as he was born, and this plot is plotted by Herod, the owner of
the greatest power in the country against a small child.

What is certain is that life according to God’s plan never fails.
Therefore, God intervenes at the appropriate time as well, to achieve his
plan, purpose and will, by revealing Herod’s plot so told the Magi not
to return to him, and thus Herod did not know the location of the child
Jesus. History tells us that this Herod was cruel and devoid of human
feelings, even killing two of his sons, but despite this, God intervenes to
protect the child Jesus and his family from Herod’s oppression.

The third danger: the danger of the children of Bethlehem being killed
by Herod the King (Mat-2: 16-17)

The Bible tells us about Herod’s anger at the behavior of the Magi,
who responded to the angel and went to their country without directing
him to the place of the child. Herod’s anger was mixed with fear of the
baby Jesus as the Messiah “the King”. Herod ordered the killing of all
Bethlehem children under the age of two, in order to ensure that Jesus
had died. Anger and fear are capable of making a person lose the mind,
and the fearing person becomes dangerous to those around him because
of his unreal fears.

Once again we see God stepping in the midst of danger; The angel
appears in a dream, and orders Joseph to take the boy and his mother and
flee to Egypt, to fulfill the prophecy of the prophet Hosea: “Out of Egypt
I called my son” (Hosea 11:1).

Our country has a blessing to be a safe haven for the Lord Christ, as
it has always been for many prophets who sought refuge in it, beginning
with Abraham, the father of the fathers.

Thus, God protected the Holy Family in Egypt, and they lived there for
years. Traces of their residence remain in many places that our beloved
country is proud of.




These risks have changed the way of life on a global level so that
we are accustomed to living in the midst of daily dangers. It is true that
the waves have subsided somewhat, but sudden dangers still surface
every day. Despite these dangers, I contemplate the birth of Christ, who
represents a message of safety, peace and comfort; I can also say that the
dangers that surrounded the birth story are no less than the dangers we
face today in our daily lives.

The presence of danger and the presence of God on the journey
of Christmas

The Gospels of Matthew and Luke depict for us the events of the
Christ birth from the beginning; the evangelist Matthew depicts the
events that surrounded the birth of Christ. In this article, I will mention
four dangers surrounding the birth of Christ.

The first danger: )Youssef Al-Najjar (Joseph put Virgin Mary
away privily. (Matthew 1: 18-19)

Joseph was a righteous man, as described in the Gospel of Matthew,
and he was surprised that his fiancée, Mary, whom he was about to marry,
was pregnant! According to Jewish law, Joseph was in front of only one
decision, it was to reveal her pregnancy in order to inflict punishment
on the unfaithful partner, which was up to death by stoning as stated in
(Deuteronomy 22:23-24). However, Joseph decided to put Virgin Mary
away privily without exposing her, “he wanted to leave her secretly.”

However, God intervenes at the right moment, and sends an angel to
explain the matter to Joseph the carpenter: Mary was a virgin and did
not commit any sin, but miraculously, supernaturally conceived because
this is God’s will. God intervened to save the Blessed Virgin Mary and
protect Joseph the Carpenter from unreal fears. Thus, this was a rescue
for the family of Christ from many dangers that might occur because of
this fear.

The second danger: the danger of death at the hands of Herod the
King (Matthew 2: 7-12)

When Herod the King saw that the Magi had come to search for the
baby born “King of the Jews” he was frightened, so plotted to kill the
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Christmas peace

amid dangers
Rev. Dr. Andre Zaki
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Celebrating the beginning of the New Year, as well as the joy of the
birth of Christ, give us hope and joy, though we celebrate in the midst of
the pandemic, which is ending its second year.

For two years, the entire world has witnessed many developments
because of the Corona virus mutants. Nevertheless, we thank God for
the technologies produced by the human mind that helped discover the
antiviral that contributed to saving many.

The Egyptian vaccine has also entered the clinical trial stage. We also
thank God for the prudent political leadership of our country, which dealt
with the Corona crisis wisely, and was able to avoid many risks of the
pandemic either health or economic.

Life in danger

No doubt that these variables have cast a shadow over the whole ,
causing dangers fearing; the danger of losing beloved ones that many
suffered, the risk of economic fluctuations that made many unable to face
the challenges of daily life and for some, a constant feeling of exaggerated
fear and constant apprehension. It is fear of confusion between real and
unreal fears.
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